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International Business

Many of the products you purchase are produced outside of the United States.  Numerous U.S. companies have moved operations or expanded operations to include production in foreign countries.  The Internet has expanded the marketplace, in which a lot of companies do business, to include customers around the globe.  Whether you like it our not, we cannot ignore the fact that we live in a global society.  Therefore, it is important to understand our international business partners.
There will always be another country waiting with open arms to replace our business offerings with their own, if the U.S. does not continue to develop and preserve positive relationships with foreign countries, their businesses, and consumers.
Instructions:

1. Select a country from the list below.  Once you choose it, it’s yours!

Argentina

Australia

Austria

Belgium

Brazil

Chile

China

Columbia


Denmark

Egypt

France

Germany

India

Indonesia

Ireland

Israel


Italy

Japan

Jordan

Malaysia

Netherlands

Peru

Philippines

Portugal


Russia

Saudi Arabia

Singapore

South Africa

South Korea

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland


Taiwan

Turkey

United Arab

United Kingdom

Venezuela

Yemen

2. Collect information relevant to your country for use in an upcoming presentation.  Make sure you document your sources in order to properly cite them.  Your information might include but is not limited to:
· Geographic location on the Earth

· Primary language

· Main currency

· Major imports and exports

· Appropriate social practices

· Local customs

· Common gestures and their meanings

· Miscellaneous DOs and DON’Ts and explanation

3. Prepare a professional but creative presentation about the country you have chosen.  Remember the following when preparing to present:
· Use fonts, colors, and other design elements that add visual appeal

· Include interesting graphics to support your information

· Enhance presentation slides with appropriate animation and transitions

· Cite sources
· Other visual aids (in addition to slides) can add a positive effect

· Note cards or the use of PowerPoint’s notes pages can help ensure organization and good eye contact during the presentation
· Practice will help alleviate nerves and guarantee a quality presentation
· Consider appearance, eye contact, voice volume, and audience interaction while you prepare
